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Here  are  some  tips  from  Department  of  Agriculture  plant  scientists  on  "bring- 
ing in  your  house  plants  this  fall.     Those  plants  will  add  color  and  cheer  to  the 
house  this  winter.     They  will  also  add  moisture  to  indoor  air  which  so  often  is  un- 
:iealthily  dry  in  modern  homes. 

Well,  first  for  some  tips  on  transplanting.     A  few  hours  "before  you  move 
plants  to  their  pots,  give  them  a  good  drink  of  water  so  they  will  suffer  as  little 
from  thirst  as  possihle  when  the  soil  falls  away  from  their  roots.    And  move  them 
quickly  to  keep  the  roots  from  drying  out  in  the  air.     To  avoid  "brining  insects  and 
disease  indoors  with  them,  spray  the  plants  with  a  com"bined  insecticide  and  funga- 
cide  before  moving  them. 

Now  about  the  pots  for  these  plants.    For  good  health  plants  need  clean 
containers.    Dirty,  moss-covered  pots  offer  shelter  for  fungus  disease  and  insects. 


So  if 


you  are  using  old  pots,  scrub  them  first  with  a  brush,  and  soapy  hot  water. 


./ou  are  using  new  pots,  it's  a  good  idea  to  soak  them  in  water  some  hours  before- 
^d.   Otherwise  they  will  ah  sorb  a  good  deal  of  moisture  from  the  soil  you  put  in 

eia.    /ou  can  use  glazed  or  painted  containers  as  well  as  the  familiar  porous 
earthenware  pots.     In  fact,  glazed  containers  are  even  kinder  to  plants  because 
^^ey  protect  the  small  feeding  roots  close  to  the  inside  wall.     In  porous  containers 
*^ese  roots  may  suffer  from  drying. 

^atever  kind  of  container  you  use,  be  sxire  to  arrange  for  good  drainage  of  • 


the 


SO 

you  put  in  it.    No  plants  thrive  if  they  stand  with  wet  feet  in  wate] 


logged 


The  old  device  of  laying  pieces  of  "broken  pot  over  the  hole  in  the 
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bottom  is  still  a  good  one.     It  allows  for  drainage,  yet  keeps  the  soil  from  washing 

out. 

As  for  the  soil  itself,  here's  a  good  mixture  for  most  plants.     Use  one-third 
garden  loam,  one-third  leafmold  or  rotted  compost,  and  one  third  sand.     Sift  this 
nixture  thoroughly  "before  you  set  the  plants  in  it.     To  suit  different  varieties  of 
"  r.ts  you  can  modify  this  soil  recipe.     For  "begonias  use  twice  as  much  sand.  For 
riums  use  a  little  less  sand. 

When  you  move  the  plants,  press  the  soil  firmly  around  the  roots.     Then  set 
them  in  a  shady  spot  for  several  days,  and  keep  them  well-watered  until  they  have 
adjusted  themselves  to  the  new  soil. 

The  reason  our  grandmothers  used  to  have  such  good  luck  with  house  plants  in 
the  old  days  was  that  homes  were  not  so  hot  and  dry  as  oiirs,  today.    And  plants 
didn't  have  to  contend  with  gas  fumes  indoors.     Also  our  grandmothers  often  grew 
their  plants  in  the  kitchen  where  the  "boiling  kettle  and  the  steam  from  cooking  and 
washing  kept  the  air  moist.    Most  plants  thrive  best  at  a  temperature  of  60  to  70 
degrees  in  the  daytime  and  60  at  night.     One  way  to  keep  the  air  around  plants  moist 
is  to  stand  the  pots  in  saucers  filled  with  pebbles  or  coarse  sand.     Excess  water 
drains  into  these  pebbles  and  doesn't  stand  around  the  roots  of  the  plant. 

best  place  for  your  house  plants  is  your  simniest  window.     Not  many  of 
o^r  favorite  plants  thrive  long  in  dark  corners.     But  if  you  live  in  an  apartment 
and  haven't  much  sunlight  to  offer  your  plants,  a  bright  electric  light  nearly  can 
Si^e  them  some  help.     Or  you  can  choose  varieties  of  plants  that  enjoy  shade  like 
some  of  the  ferns  and  wandering  jew. 

^ow  about  caring  for  your  plants  once  you  have  them  indoors.    Most  important 
^or  their  good  health  is  watering  when  they  need  it.     Some  plants  need  more  water 
others  but  most  do  best  if  you  give  them  a  little  water  each  day  or  at  least 

enou§,h  to  keep  the  top  of  the  soil  from  drying  out.    Ferns,  begonias  and 
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geraniums  need  more  water  than  palms,  drel^enas  and  all  the  so-called  succulents. 
Cactus  plants,  as  you  might  imagine,  need  very  little  water. 

The  dust  and  soot  that  gathers  on  the  leaves  of  plants  indoors  is  hard  on 
their  health.    So  every  week  or  so,  it's  a  good  idea  to  cariy  the  pots  to  the  "bath- 
tub or  sink  for  a  general  shower.     Then  occasionally  a  cool  so ap-and- water  "bath 
followed  by  a  cool  rinse  in  clear  water  is  good  for  the  leaves.     Plants  will  take 
a  good  deal  of  soap  with  TDenefit  if  none  of  the  soapy  water  drains  down  into  the 
soil.    When  you  bathe  your  plants,  lay  the  pot  down  on  its  side  gently,  and  then 
sponge  each  leaf  with  absorbent  cotton  dipped  in  the  cool  suds.    Tollow  this  by 
rinsing  each  leaf  with  cool,  clean  water. 

Speaking  of  soapy  water  getting  into  the  soil,  some  people  have  the  very 
mistaken  idea  that  dishwater  poured  on  houseplants  helps  them.     Nothing  could  be 
farther  from  the  truth.     The  plant  scientists  say  never  to  pour  dishwater,  tea 
leaves,  coffee  grounds,  ammonia  or  castor  oil  on  your  plants  unless  you  want  to 
bring  them  to  an  untimely  end. 

Good  luck  with  plants  depends  on  many  things,  you  see.     It  depends  on  careful 
transplanting,  the  right  soil  mixture  and  clean  pots.     It  depends  on  a  location  in- 
doors where  the  air  is  not  too  hot  and  dry  and  where  there  is  enough  light.  And 
nnally  it  depends  on  reg^ilar  ivatering  and  now  and  then  a  bath  for  the  leaves. 

Ihat's  all  the  houseplant  news  I  have  for  you  today. 


